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SUBJ: MAKARIOS' REACTION TO TASS STATEMENT 

REE: FBISTA 181154 (NOTAL); NICOSIA 0680 

1 . WISH DRAW ADDRESSEES ATTENTION TO ARCHBISHOP 
MAKARIOS' FULSOME PRAISE FOR TASS' LUKEWARM ENDORSE- 
MENT OF GREEK CYPRIOT POSITION ON CYPRUS DISPUTE. 
ARCHBISHOP EXPRESSED "DEEP APPRECIATION AND GRATITUDE" 
AND REITERATED (TWICE) COMPLETE GOC SUPPORT FOR BROADER 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CYPRUS PROPOSED BY SOVIET 
UNION. MAKARIOS CONCLUDED HE GRATEFUL THAT USSR "HAS 
CONDEMNED AND OPPOSED THE HIGHHANDED DECISION OE THE 
TURKISH CYPRIOT LEADERSHIP" 
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2. COMMENT: IN RECENT DAYS ARCHBISHOP HAS REPEATEDLY 
EMBRACED SOVIETS, EXTRAPOLATING EROM THEIR CAREEULLY 
DRAETED STATEMENTS EXPRESSIONS OE FULL SUPPORT EOR 
HIMSELE AS THE LEADER OE CYPRUS, AND FOR THE CYPRIOT 
CAUSE IN GENERAL. END COMMENT. 
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